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Canon T. K. Cheyne, the author of so many recent works in Biblical 
lines, is said to be engaged upon a new book which will discuss " The 
Religious Uses of Criticism." Rev. W. E. Addis is preparing a new trans- 
lation of the Hexateuch, which will be issued within a few months. 

A new religious magazine, entitled The Thinker, is to begin its appearance 
the first of January. It is to be published by Jas. Nisbet and Co., London, a 
monthly of ninety-six pages, at a shilling a number. The Homiletic and 
Theological Magazines are to be absorbed by the new publication. Its aim 
will be to reflect the current religious thought of all countries, whether it be 
expository, Biblical, theological, literary, scientific, homiletical. The English, 
German, Dutch, French, Russian and American religious literature is to be 
reviewed. And in addition to this synopsis of current thought, it is the pur- 
pose of the magazine to make some contributions of its own. The list of con- 
tributors announced gives promise that the monthly contents will be of large 
interest and value. The early issues will contain papers on the Inspiration of 
Holy Scriptures, the Higher Criticism, and on the Bampton Lecture of Mr. 
Gore. 

Prof. Llewelyn J. Evans, D. D., LL. D., whose portrait and biography were 
contained in the Student for December, has decided to accept his call to the 
chair of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis in the Welsh Calvinistic Theo- 
logical College at Bala, North Wales. It was in the village of Trenddyn, near 
Wold, that he was born in 1833. He thus returns to his early home, which he 
left at about the age of twenty, and to the field in which his grandfather was 
for a long time a leader of religious thought. That which Wales gains by 
Prof. Evans' removal, the Lane Seminary at Cincinnati, Ohio, loses. He was 
the senior member of that Faculty, having been a professor in the institution 
for more than twenty years. He returns now to the teaching of the Old Tes- 
tament, which was the work of his first years in the Lane professorship. 

Much of interest and usefulness is promised by a series of Sunday evening 
lectures recently begun in the Church of the Covenant, New York City, the 
arrangements for which were planned by its pastor, Rev. J. H. Mcllvaine, 
D. D. Some of the topics to be treated are : The Bible in its Relation to 
Human Progress, The Reason, The Church, Inspiration, Theology, Civiliza- 
tion, History, English Literature and Higher Criticism, The Origin and Trans- 
mission of the Books of the Bible, etc. Among the speakers who are to treat 
these subjects are Profs. Briggs, Vincent and Brown, of Union Theological 
Seminary, and Rev. Drs. E. B. Coe, A. J. F. Behrends and J. M. Ludlow. 

The first of the valuable series of papers by Prof. W. Sanday, D. D., of Ox- 
ford, setting forth "The Present Position of the Johannean Question," ap- 
peared in the November number of the Expositor. It was entitled "The 
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Tendency of Recent Criticism," and approached the problem from the side of 
the concessions made by the so-called critical school, calling attention to the 
fact that many writers who deny the Johannean authorship of the Gospel are 
coming more and more to admit that the Apostle had some direct or indirect 
•connection with the work. And the two schools are being brought still closer 
together by the larger and somewhat significant concessions of the conserva- 
tives regarding the Discourses of the Gospel, and the modifications to which 
they were subject in transmission. This article is to be followed in turn by 
five others, with the following subjects : (2) The External Evidence ; (3) The 
Relation of the Fourth Gospel to the Synoptics ; (4) and (5), The Author ; (6) 
Partition and Derivation Theories. Upon this problem Prof. Sanday is 
authority in England and America, and his words will be carefully read and 
weighed. 

We are not accustomed to thinking of Greek as a modern, living language, 
vised at the present time as the common speech of a nation. Yet it is so, and 
without material deviation, though with many minor changes, from the classic 
Greek of over two thousand years ago. This fact is brought to mind afresh 
by the receipt of a copy of a paper recently started in Athens, of which Dr. 
.Xenophon P. Moschow is the editor. Realizing the prevailing dearth of evan- 
gelical literature in Greece, he adopted this means of spreading the great 
truths of Christianity among his countrymen ; for he is himself a native 
Greek, who studied theology in Scotland, and took a doctor's degree in philos- 
ophy at the University of Athens. The paper, entitled Christian Meditations, 
is published weekly, at a subscription price of $1.25 per annum. The contents 
of the paper are somewhat after the manner of sermons, distinctly evangelical 
and practical. The Greek in which they are written is simple, graceful, and 
with few departures form the ancient models, the language of Plato and Paul. 
Indeed, they are pronounced to be admirable specimens of modern Greek, 
striking the happy mean between, on the one hand, the affected Attic style 
cultivated by some of the present day Greeks, and on the other hand, the very 
modern colloquial style current in the newspapers. Would it not be an excel- 
lent thing, both interesting and profitable, for Bible students who are studying 
New Testament Greek, and for those who are somewhat familiar with it, to 
subscribe for Dr. Moschow's paper, and further their knowledge as well as 
their enthusiasm for the language by reading it? The Greek is simple but 
pure, the thought of the contents is modern and familiar, so that one would 
have little difficulty in translation. Perhaps, too, by some such process we 
could rid ourselves of the disagreeable feeling that the Greek is a " dead" lan- 
guage. That would be a victory. 

The Philadelphia Local Board of the American Institute of Sacred Liter- 
ature, in affiliation with the American Society for the Extension of University 
Teaching has arranged the following courses in ' ' Biblics " for the present 
season : (a) In Hebrew, an elementary course of twenty-four lessons by Prof. 
Morris Jastrow, Jr., of the University of Penn. An advanced course of 
twenty lessons by Prof. L. W. Batten, of the Prot. Epis. Divinity School, (i) 
In New Testament Greek, an elementary course of thirty lessons by Prof. S. 
R. Gifford of Haverford College. An advanced course of twenty lessons by 
Prof. E. P. Gould, of the Prot. Epis. Divinity School. To each of these lan- 
guage courses the fee is five dollars, the meetings for instruction being twice a 
week in the elementary, and once a week in the advanced grade, beginning 
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the first of January, (c) The Bible in English will be treated in four courses : 
(1) Six lectures on the Poetry of the Hebrews, by Prof. Jno. P. Peters, of the 
University of Penn. (2) Six lectures on The Development of the Messianic 
Idea, by Prof. Peters. (3) Six lectures on The Beginning of the Christian 
Church : The Book of Acts, lecturer unannounced. These courses will be 
given during the months of January to May, the fee for each being two dollars. 
A Biblical Institute upon the subject of the Pentateuch, with the leading schol- 
ars of America to present the arguments for both sides, is to be a prominent feat- 
ure of the next season's work. Such opportunities as these for gaining knowl- 
edge and enthusiasm along Biblical lines will be appreciated by the people of 
Philadelphia, and one might hope that the time may be not far distant when 
all our cities and towns from East to West will have the disposition to wel- 
come and support such courses. 



